DISINTEGRATION OF THE EMPIRE
obtain a weaker and less centralized government,
which will give her politicians plenty of congenial
employment; if they fail, they will turn India
into a more chaotic and distracted analogue of
China, more difficult to handle than a dozen
Irelands.
It is, however, admittedly too early to say in
detail how the Indian scheme will work out;
though the present indications are anything but
favourable. It manifestly involves the destruction
of the old covenanted Indian Civil Service, and
probably it will not in the long run be found
compatible with any British participation in the
government of India. For Englishmen of ability
will be unwilling to devote themselves to a
Service in which they will be in a minority and
will be subject to the control of Indian ministers.
I can remember that when this apprehension first
arose, in consequence of the Montague-Chelms-
ford reforms, the late Lord Birkenhead went on
a recruiting tour through the universities and at
Oxford gave to a private meeting of College
tutors the most solemn assurances that there
would be no scuttling out of India. When one
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